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 So how are we doing?  After the 
worrisome news about our deficit this 
fall, combined with revised budgets and 
spending freezes and all kinds of hard 
work at all levels of our leadership, the 
immediate answer is: we’re doing pretty 
well.  We’ve stayed on track with our 
spending; you have been and continue 
to be generous with your giving, and 
you have offered as well your emotional 
and spiritual support to all of us who are 
entrusted with leadership of this com-
munity.  We’re so grateful to each and 
every one of you. 

      What’s next, you might ask?  Our 
answer is:  leadership assessment.  It’s 
a process we used to do regularly here 
at Fourth U and one we’re bringing back 
in order to get a clearer sense of our 
respective roles and our common pur-
pose.  The board and I, along with the 
Ministerial Advisory Committee, will be 
taking a look at what we’ve done over 
the past several years, as well as what 
we might do in the years ahead.  

      This process, as well as a larger 
congregational conversation, is some-

thing that’s been on the minds of many 
of us since last spring’s stalled mission 
statement revision process.  We are 
still evaluating what that event means 
for our community, and what support 
might be available to us.  For those of 
you who have lived through the suc-
cessful creation of a mission state-
ment, you know that newsprint and 
markers are inevitably involved!  But 
you also know that the process of cre-
ating such a statement has rewards 
that outweigh the final result: a height-
ened sense of community, a greater 
understanding of what we can accom-
plish together.  

      None of these things are beyond 
our reach.  We simply have to decide 
we want them, and be willing to work 
for them.  In the coming weeks, we’ll 
be speaking more about what you think 
is next, and how it is that we’ll get 
there.  I can’t think of a more wonderful 
project for the coming spring!  

 

Faithfully, 

Life in the Spirit  
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Greetings from the Board President  

 The Fourth U Board has been re-
miss in a vital area: leadership assess-
ment.  The majority of our efforts this year 
have been directed toward getting our fi-
nancial house in order, and we have 
made great progress.  The Board no 
longer practices a trust-and-don’t-verify 
level of oversight over the financial office, 
and there is a greater level of interaction 
among the Board, finance committee, 
minister, treasurer and finance office.  We 
have increased transparency by providing 
updated financial information on a weekly 
basis in the What’s New at Fourth U 
newsletter. Let me thank Treasurer Mark 
Benton who has been instrumental in this 
process. Let me also use this opportunity 
to remind you that the budget hearing for 
2010/11 will be on May 16.  

 The recent “Meet the MAC” meet-
ings have made it clear that we must take 

leadership assessment seriously.  The UUA 
recommends strategic planning every 3-5 
years, combined with annual assess-
ments.  Our last strategic plan was drafted 6 
years ago, and formal reviews of the staff, 
minister, and Board have happened sporadi-
cally or not at all.  This is about to change.  

 Later this spring the Board will con-
duct a leadership assessment workshop, us-
ing the process outlined in the UUA publica-
tion “Assessing Our Leadership – Promoting 
Effectiveness in Congregational Leader-
ship” (available at the UUA website).  We 
hope to put in place a mechanism which can 
be implemented on a regular basis in future 
years.  Please continue to attend Meet the 
MAC and contribute to the process which 
holds leadership accountable. 

 

Matt Gilbert 

President of the Board 

Pastoral Care Information 

Dear Members, 

 If you know of a member or 
friend of the Fourth U community who 
is in need, won't you encourage him or 
her to reach out?  We want to help.  
 
 

Your Pastoral Care Team: 
Rev. Pader can be reached at: 212-765-
6340. Rev. Bowden can be reached at: 845-
641-4694. 

If you have any questions, please  call the 

Fourth U Office at: 212-595-1658 ext. 21. 

March Donations 

Sunday Pledge & Plate contributions                                                                   $10,425.00  

Electronic Pledge payments                                                                                 $1,660.89    

Total Giving in March by Members & Friends:                                                $12,085.89  
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ñLooking for Jesusò 
Easter Sunday 

Rev. Rosemary Bray 
McNatt 

 
Interweave Meeting 

12:30 p.m. 

5 

 

6 

 

7 

Book Club 
6:30 p.m. 

 
Board Meeting 

7:00 p.m. 

8 

 

9 

 

10 

 

11 

ñSpeaking out against 
Prejudiceò 
Gary Bond 

 
ñCome Togetherò 

Coming of Age  
Worship Service 

4:00 p.m. 

12 

 

13 

Finance  
Committee 

Meeting 
6:00 p.m. 

14 

New Moon     
Circle 

6:30 p.m. 

15 

 

16 

Humanist  
Meeting 

7:30 p.m. 

17 

 

18 

ñThe Congregational 
Wayñ 

Rev. Rosemary Bray 
McNatt 

 

19 20 21 

Refresh  
& Revive:  
Meditation  

Service 
7:00 p.m. 

22 23 24 

 

25 

ñDreaming Bigò 
Rev. Rosemary Bray 

Mcnatt 
Congregational  

Meeting 
12:15 p.m. 

 

26 27 29 30   

April 2010 
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Humanist Meeting on April 16 at 7:30 p.m.  
helped to develop and--for periods of 
time--directed programs for children in 
foster care, a residential treatment pro-
gram for substance abusers and a day 
treatment program for teenagers.  

 Her last contribution was to pro-
vide leadership to a team that created 
a counselor training program that cur-
rently provides entry level personnel to 
human services agencies throughout 
the city. Currently she volunteers at 
Argus and is writing a memoir. 
 
Sponsored by the Church of Human-
ism.  All are welcome. 
Held at: 4 West 76th St. 
Information: 212-877-5662  Web: 
www.humanistfoundation.org  

Topic: “Spirituality and Religion” 
 M Spiritt Taylor will lead a 
discussion on Spirituality and Relig-
ion as they have affected her life. 
She will trace her journey that be-
gan with roots in a Southern Baptist 
church, a later conversion to Ca-
tholicism and finally to Spiritualism. 
Spiritt Taylor’s progression through 
these experiences is linked with her 
movement from abuse and racism 
through drug addiction to recovery 
and transformation.  
 Ms. Taylor, LMSW, is a 
member of Fourth Universalist 
Church. She recently retired as Vice 
President of a major social service 
agency in the South Bronx, Argus 
Community, Inc. While employed 
there for over 30 years, Ms. Taylor 

 Our own Julia Hamilton will be 
holding her ordination here at Fourth 
Universalist in the Sanctuary at 4:00 
p.m. Reception will follow the ceremony. 
Please join us in celebrating this most 

joyous occasion. To RSVP, please 
contact Julia at jmhordina-
tion@gmail.com. Children are wel-
come.  

 

begins at 6:30 p.m. and we'll go 'til 10 
p.m. each night.  

 More information about the 
preachers and musicians is on the 
way, so keep watching "What's New" 
and Sunday's announcements.  

 Join choirs, musicians, and 
preachers from around the Metro NY 
district in a new-old-fashioned multi-
generational Universalist Revival 
Meeting here at Fourth Universal-
ist!  Potluck begins at 5:30 p.m. Music 

Shout Out!  A Universalist Revival  

Join Julia Hamilton at her Ordination here at  

Fourth U on April 25!  
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with 450 acres of land, rooms with pri-
vate bath and A/C, an outdoor pool, 
hiking trails, volleyball, basketball, mini
-golf and places for a campfire.  There 
is a central room we can all hang out 
in.  See http://www.campwarwick.com/
WestHouse.htm.  The costs are similar 
to what we paid last year.  Please 
send in an RSVP to hold a 
room.  Email Genesaret Mejia at 
gmejia@wintecgroup.com or call 212-
579-1282 to let us know you will 
come. You can also fill out a form at 
church and give it to Liz Wolfe or Jon 
Arancio. 

  

 Every year the Fourth U 
community comes together during 
the Memorial Day weekend (Friday 
evening to Sunday afternoon) for a 
church retreat.  This is a time to 
commune together as families, 
friends, and fellow UUs.  Previous 
participants have described their 
experience during this weekend as 
relaxing, enlightening, and 
fun!  Outside family members and 
friends are invited to come along 
for this nature-filled adven-
ture.  This year we will be going to 
a new facility called Warwick Cen-
ter.  The grounds are very private, 

Come to the Annual Church Retreat! 

May 19- Faith- Unitarian Universal-
ists rarely talk about faith, we're of-
ten not sure if faith and reason can 
work together. Come reflect on the 
small and large things in which we 
do have faith through poems, music 
and songs...we'll celebrate love, 
hope, each other and the world 
around us. 
 
June 16- Summer- Come celebrate 
the beginning of summer, the Sum-
mer Solstice, with songs, music and 
poetry to welcome the warmth of 
summer and the blooming of the gar-
den.  

 Fourth U’s music and medita-
tion services continue into the Fall. 
Join Rev. Beth Putnam, Fourth U    
Affiliate Community Minister for brief 
services of reflection built around mu-
sic, poetry and silence offered one 
Wednesday a month at 7:00 p.m. at 
Fourth U.  

 Each month will focus on a dif-
ferent spiritual theme; here are the 
upcoming topics:  

April 21- Transcendentalist Poetry- 
Come reflect on the poetry of Em-
erson, the former Unitarian minister 
who was central to transcendental-
ism and influenced so many gen-
erations of Unitarians and Univer-
salists.  

Refresh & Revive: Your Mid-Week Spiritual Break 
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 From Thursday April 8 through 
Saturday April 10, the Unitarian Univer-
salist United Nations Office will focus its 
annual intergenerational Spring Semi-
nar on climate change. Youth and 
adults from the US and Canada will 
gather at the United Nations Church 
Center to learn about and develop 
strategies regarding, “A Climate of 
Change: Heads, Hearts, and Hands 

Around the Planet”. Register on line 
at www.uu-uno.org. Youth between 
the ages of 14 and 18 can attend the 
entire conference and enjoy all 
meals for $150. There are 2 scholar-
ships available for youth from Fourth 
Universalist Society. Interested 
youth and/or parents should contact 
Connie Baker, Fourth U’s Envoy to 
the UU-UNO. Cbaker1@iupui.edu.  

Concerned about Climate Change?  

10:15 a.m.  You are welcome to bring  
poetry that inspires you or connects you 
to your spiritual life or just come to listen. 

 Join Tom Kennedy and fellow 
congregants for a contemplative ser-
vice of poetry before worship on the 
last Sunday of the month starting at 

Spiritual Life PoetryñLast Sunday of Every Month  

Fourth U Book Club Now Meeting 1st Wednesday of 

the Month 

 If you have never come to a 
meeting and are interested in the spirit 
that inspired it, read “The Guernsey 
Literary and Potato Peel Society” by 
Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie Barrows. 

 In the spirit of that book and of 
the free spirit of UU’s, you don’t have 
to read any book to belong to the club. 
Just bring yourself and your love of 
books. 

 Our fledgling book club is 
now meeting on the first WEDNES-
DAY of each month at 6:30 p.m. If 
you’d like to join us, enter by the 
side door on 76 St.  The person on 
duty will let you know which room 
we’re using. 

 The next two books are: 

“A Place on Earth” by Wendell 
Berry:  presented by Jill Bowden on 
April 7 

“Frida” by Hayden Herrera: pre-
sented by Barbara Malley on Cinco 
de Mayo (May 5) 



 

 

Pastoral Staff  
 

The Rev. Rosemary Bray McNatt 

Senior Minister 

 Ext. 22, revrose@4thu.org 

 

The Rev. Jill Bowden 

Endorsed Community Minister 

jbowden16@gmail.com 

 

The Rev. Jennifer Pader 

Affiliated Minister for Pastoral Care  

jp350@mindspring.com 

 

The Rev. Elizabeth Putnam 

Endorsed Community Minister 

eaputnam@gmail.com 

 

Administrative Staff  
 

212.595.1658 

 

Alexander Glass, Office Manager 

Ext. 21, office@4thu.org 

 

Darius Lang, Events Coordinator 

Ext. 24, darius@4thu.org 

 

Jeff Collie, Building Engineer 

Ext. 23, building@4thu.org 

 

Kenneth Galloway, Sexton 

Ext. 28, sexton@4thu.org 

Jim Wolford, Night Manager 

 

Committees 

Executive Committee of the Church Council:  

 

Claudia Flanagan, Chair         917-697-7428 

            

 

Committee       Chairperson    Telephone   

Communications Robert McNatt    646-698-5078 

Denominational Affairs  Ryan Novosielski    973-792-0497 

Finance & Stewardship  Liz Wolfe     646-334-9427 

 Aaron Hamburger   212-758-2623 

Interweave Claudia Lorie    212-706-8884 

Ministry Advisory Council        Craig Waletzko    917-509-7419 

Music  Alan Wrede     718-204-5919 

Nominating  Karen Frojen Chamberlain 212-749-5541 

Religious Education  Don Farrow    212-580-6636  

  Elizabeth Hovey    212-349-3476 

 Worship Arts                          Julie Taylor      646-552-5980 

Who³s Who 

 

Board of Trustees  
 

Matthew Gilbert 

President 

 

Greg Severance 

Vice-President 

 

Jon Arancio 

Parish Clerk 

 

Mark Benton 

Treasurer 

 

Liz Daleske 

Board Member 

 

Phyllis Stock-Morton 

Board Member 

 

Ryan Novosielski 

Board Member 

Program Staff  
 

Tom McGinnis 

Music Director 

 Ext. 29 

marktom0397@gmail.com 

 
Tania Torres 

Director of  

Religious Exploration 

 Ext. 27, DRE@4thu.org 
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Send Landmark  submissions to: 

Fourth Universalist Society 
160 Central Park West 
New York, NY 10023  
Fax: 212-595-0134 

Email: office@4thU.org 

The deadline for the next Landmark is  April 20!  


